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Sunday 17 May 2020
Dear Parents and Carers  
Our scenario planning for a phased return to school for children, based around the government’s ambitions, are continuing to develop within the spirit of this ambition.  I am writing today to outline our draft plans as next week, we will be calling the families of children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 to gain an understanding of how many pupils, in the first instance, would like to return to school.   
My current focus is calculating what can safely be offered, in regard to school places.  Above all, the safety of your children and the school staff is my main priority.  The ability of staff to support a phased return is a huge consideration.   As in all sectors of society some staff are still unable to attend work and therefore we are going to have to be flexible in our approach.  In order to try and maintain social distancing and strict hygiene measures, it is clear that the government guidance of 15 children per room will be too many for our classrooms and we are therefore limiting ‘home group’ sizes to no more than 10.  
The government has made it clear that the children of key workers remain a priority and, as more people return to work, it is important that we know how many children of key workers need a place at school so that we can plan for how many other children we are able to take at any time with the space available.  If you are a key worker parent and would to discuss you child(ren) returning to school, please contact the school office on 01964 622319 or email us on admin@keyinghamprimary.co.uk no later than Wednesday 20 May.
I would like to now share with you some of the outline measures that I have discussed at school and Trust level as part of the planning to date: 
Pupil grouping 
1. All children attending school during this time will be placed in to a ‘home group’ of no more than 10 children with one member of school staff.   Your child is unlikely to be with their class teacher or in their usual classroom. 
1. The home group that your child is in cannot be changed once established and unfortunately, they will not be able to mix with other home groups during the school day. 
1. As the children are unable to mix - start times, break times, lunch times and home times will be also be staggered as much as possible.  
1. Our current school facilities mean that some groups will be using the same toilets as others although systems will be in place to monitor this.  
1. Should staffing levels become too low at any point some groups may not be able to be accommodated and this could be at short notice 
1. We will endeavour where possible to place children with at least one friend in their home group based on staff knowledge 
Effective infection protection and control  
Our priority remains to minimise and mitigate risk however, we cannot remove this entirely.
1. Social distancing, even with 10 children, will be extremely difficult - we will not be able to keep children 2 metres apart at all times.  I think it important that you have this information and that I am honest and transparent.    
1. We will minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus symptoms, or have someone in their household who does, do not attend.   Should anyone develop symptoms in your child’s group whilst in school, we will be asking all within that group to remain at home to self-isolate, in line with Government and Public Health England guidance.
1. We will ensure that the children clean their hands more often than usual – washing their hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with running water and soap and drying them thoroughly.  There will be times in the day when they use alcohol hand rub or sanitiser. 
1. We will help the children to develop further good hygiene practices by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach.  
1. We will frequently clean touched surfaces using antibacterial products.  
1. We will not be sending anything home from school; children will only bring their coat, their packed lunch (if applicable) and their water bottle in to school. 
1. Access to the school grounds and buildings will not be possible for anyone other than staff and children.   
Education  
1. Upon their return, the children will see that their learning environment has changed significantly.  Children will have been used to working with partners on the carpet or in groups, moving around to help each other; under current guidance this will not be possible.  
1. Children will sit one to a table with the next person two metres away from them and it is this setup that will require us to utilise classrooms that the children would not normally work in.    
1. Although our teaching style will have to change, we will still be planning for learning to happen throughout the day.  We will aim to spend more time outside with the children (weather permitting!) and we will be planning learning that helps the children transition back in to the school environment and new routines. 
1. Much of our initial work with children in school will be around well-being and helping them to process the changes to their everyday life offering reassurance to them
1. We will continue to set distance learning for children who are unable to attend school and this should be completed at home
Lunches  
1. Our kitchen will be open and we will be preparing ‘grab bag’ packed lunch for children that would like to order one. 
As always, I will keep you informed with any further developments in line with government guidance.  My staff will continue to provide activities for learning at home on our website, keep in contact with you and support you all as best we can in these uncertain times.    
I would like to reiterate that government guidance is encouraging children in the aforementioned year groups to consider a return to school.  I would like to add that this is an individual family choice.  Currently, there is no penalty for parents who determine not to send their child to school.  If you decide to keep your children at home, we will be respectful of your choice.    
Yours sincerely
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